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The crete ar idy 
centers in their home life Soon apie thediee 
arrival from their winter quarters, | fall epee se a 
take upon themselves the duties of reproduction, + 
Ithe first step of which is the securing of a” 
satisfactory location; some species, such 4 
Auklets, PetrelsS, Burrowing Ow ‘ls, Kingfishers, 
Bank Swallows, BUC., nest at the end of burrows | 
or holes in the gro Jjaeereat many nest upon. the: 
ground, some laying thein @c¢ Ss upon the bare sand, 


leaves, or rock, while O@me : 
bulky or slight as suits their “respective thates: 
hundreds construct their homes among the branc hes 
in the tops of trees, and still others swaying: .# 
from the ends of the outermost limbs; other  ... 
species lay their eggs at the bottom of holes” inh 
trees, either in natural cavities or in holes dug 
by their own efforts, the most noticeable in the 
r Ruotg class being the Wood,;eckers, whieh often 
isel their way into living trees. ee 
| The study of nests alone is most interesting 
‘the rude and slight platforms of the Herons, | 
Cuckoos, Grosbeaks, etc.; the rough but substantia. 
structures of the Robin; and the exquite, archi- 
tectural creations of the Hummingbirds, Orioles, 
Flycatchers, Bush-tits, ete. Surely the work of 
some of these little feathered: creatures, these 
"homes without hands", show as great @ decree of 
skill and artistic temperament as as seen in the 
human race, sae 
The eggs of the different poole vary cheoughh 
all the tints from white. to blue, green and brown, 
some unmarked, others hangs comely specked, spotted, 
blotched or wreathed wibh’ wee Shades of 
brown, lilac and lavender, and their sizes vary 
from that of the diminutive Sintec bird to the 
Albatross, wan and California Vulture as the 
‘largest Worth American eggsmgyand the Ostich of 
Africa whose egg will contadn: several quarts. 
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ine, light rain 
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very biting wind 
trying morrow" Fotunately, 
of our little abode had foretho 
place a small but atly apprec 
stove in the room, “le retired 
sary preparations for the 
high spirit ts for 
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ale Re ach $ 
at season. 
here 
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touris 
aeh from 
observed 
serve as nesting 
a much more 


s 
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aa 


sensible plan than that of trying to run into 
such territory by cirectly trudging rhs Omey 
the swamps, marshes and thick we 
knew lay between the beach and the ‘main “high- 
way. Another point in adopting this plan was 
brought out by the fact that the beach would 
lead us to our original destination, the 
mouth of Little Creek. At. this part of the 
beach T had observed the preceding summer 
when crossing the Bay from.Cape Charles, a 
few eagles perched on several snags that jut 
prominent Ly up from the sand dunes, One or two 
of these snags were characterized by having a 
large nest, possibly that of an earle, 3 
So, with this idea in mind we set out from 
Chesapee rake Beach, Our ecuiptment included a 
‘repeating .25-.°0 “Yinchester Fifie, So* of 
it Manila rope, a pair of climbing irons, an 
Argus Camera, a canteen, my collecting case, 
and a gallon jug of water. ve walked dbout a 
mile when we spotted a prospective patch of 
pines and decided tc investigate it. Realizing 
the awkwardness in carrying the jug of water. 
through heavy underbrush and the fact that we 
were alresdy heavily loaded, we each @rank as 
much of the water as we could and hid the jug 
in the sand dunes. 

The ehences of finding a nest in this group 
of pines looked very good and our enthusiasm 
was grea 2tly increased when we obserred a : 
Fagle in the second-year plumas rom the 
top of a dead tree in the edge ‘of “the: pines 
However, we were doo ned to 4 isappointment when, 
after an exhaustive seare 
was found, 

Me left this area and soon came upon ate 
which was even more suitable for our purpos 
Another bird, a bit more edvanced eiesd Pade 
adult plumace cea age Ae ca encountered, 
pith eee s from ti area but with the seme 
ger se eo ‘wonder ey we weren't mistaken 
about the possibility of these birds nesting 
anvwhnere in this Agios since this gcrowth of 
trees geemed ideal f ther 
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lowever, we were determined to find out 


i a 
definitely, if Bald Ragles nested in that 

so, a bit discouraged but still 
oceeded to the mouth of Little 
ing there only one nest was — 


bad % 


in sight and it was being repaired by a pair 
of Fish Hawks. Ye were just about to give up 
after this last disappointment when we noticed 
several eagles in ac lult. plumage cirelinge hich 
up in the air over us. Realizing that the 
preeai ing season was in Pld sewing we reasoned 
that these birds must be nesting somewhere 
near. ‘Je observed a large area of pines across 
anarm of Little Creek and decided that that - 
had to be their nesting site since we had ex- 
plored all the other suitable places. in that 
section, “’e retraced our steps for several 
huncrec yards and Wea Pea just enter ing the 
woods when our attentions were attracted bi 
a sudden outburst of noises overhead, Having 
heard the Cry of a Ka ald ih ac] e the pre ceeding 
summer I immediately re scorns ized this sound ag 
that of one of the huge birds, Tt is a ery that 
Ss not easily forgotten “ aE DE by anyone 
interes St ted in orni thology, We eontini ead on sis 
high spirits over this valuable sign - ee 
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isturbed every minute over our intrusion upon 
s territory. After walking a little bit farthe2 


Fe She ete Fan™ sein 


we spotted the huge nest of this bird within 

ten feet of the top of one of the largest pines 
I have ever seen, By this time the mate of the 
first bird had arrived and both of them were 
quite wrought up over our presences; they circled 
over the tops of the trees screaming every few 
seconds. 

The job of climbing the tree certainly looked 
difficult to me since I could hardly reach half 
way around it at the base and the first limb — 
which would Support mv mai was fully thirty 


ae ae 


feet from the ground and from all appearances 


co Oy D jets 2 ae ae 
omg: bende «© cS BS rr 
ie, 
we 
oO 
gavel 
cee 
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wen ae 


prrces 


iy 
gle kept following us and seemed to become more 


was dead, However, we were determined to exhaust. 


every possible means of getting me up that tree: 


+ 


before we gave it up in defeat, Tl tried to: elimb: 


. 


it. using my climbing irons and tryine to hold 

on to the tree by dige ii ne my fingers into the 
large crevices in the bark. However, this proved. 
futile - the bark was too thick to allow the | 
spurs to really hold and I had great difficulty 


in securing sufficient holds on the bark with 


my hands, Te Save up this idea and hit upon the 
plan of throwing the rope: over the large ‘Limb 

about thirty feet up the tree and my trying to 
climb the rope with Dad holding it taut on the 

ground, This plan did work, but it was very 
hard work climbing that rope hand over hand 
even that small distance, T was loaded down with: 


heavy clothing, a camera, the climbing irons 


and my collecting case. After much puffing and 
straining, ! finally made acsuccessful start on 
ascending the big pine. However, the hard work 
was just beginning to start for I was entirely 
Fon my own" the rest of the way since the rope 
was too short for Dad to be able to help. TI | 
proceeded in the same manner as I had started up 
but with much greater risk and difficulty since 
the ends of the rope were free os swing which, 
of course, allowed the whole works to sway, tt 


wees 


took Just about an hour for me to get to the nest 
from that first limb which was the hardes 
climbing I have ever done in all my six mae 
activity. in the study of oology. ie Hpi 
tired when IT reached the four-prone“fork that 
Supported the nest - to say nothine of being ea 
bit nervous from almost falling to the ground at 
two different times during my ascent, 

After resting for a few minutes T climbed up 
to @ comfortable seat at the edge of the nest, 
Again I was disappointed ,for instead of egers,* 
there were two young Bald Hageles in the nest, 
One was about two weeks old while the other 
seemed to be about three weeks old - The former 
bird pa avec no attention to me wh atsoever, but 
the older one sat back on his rump and “gave me 
heli", Each bird wes [seoverédavwithegray down < 
the older one, however, was of a dark ker shade 
than the younger, 

The nest was at least three years old ané@ b=: 


as is customary with theselarge eagles, had been 
used and repaired each succeeding year, The di- | 
mensions of the nest were approximate Ly as 
follows: outside hei ight - 4' $ outside diameter: 
S' ; inside diameter - 14' 3 inside depth 3" | 
The nesting materials consisted of lara® sticks; 
wigs, cornstalks and other similarrrubbish “ 
the nest wa § lined with clumps of grass and sea- 
weed, The whole nest was a prototype of that of 
an Osprey, but of course, it was eonsiderably 
larger, both as a whole and also in the sizes of 
its components, The nest contained, besides the 
young birds, about a dozen half-eaten fish 
ranging in size from six inches to fifteen, T 


was able to identify a few of them as Bluefish, 


Croakers and one or two Spots. I remained at the. 
est for about half an hour - taking notes and ~ 
snapshots, 

All the time we were in the vicinity of the 
nest and even while I was up in it, the adult 
eagles circled very high up in the air - even 
so high as to be out of range of the “Tinchester 
.25-,20, Only once did they come within range - 

and that was when IT reached the nest and the 
young one began screaming, Even then, the parent 
birds made no attempts to attack me and aid not 
come closer than a hundred yards, This attitude | 
exhibited bv these Bald Fagles is auite contrary 
to populer witewde since many people believe | 
that they are very erocious and will even 
attack small Lites these stories are, of 
course absolutely without bases or are erossliv 
exagee ratecd, 

“hen I had finished teking my notes and a few 
snapshots, I descended the tree in the same mans- 
ner as I had come up until 1 reached the large ” 
dead limb about thirty feet from the eround, At 
this point I made a loop in the end of the rope, 
put my foot in it, threw the other end over the 
limb, and descended to the ground - This wes an 
application of a simple machine: I was the 
weight, the limb was the fulcrum and Dad was the 
controllins force, Tt wae really auite an in- 
eenious method since I did no work at all and 
Dad had to do very little since the limb suppor- 
ted practically all my weight and the friction of 
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TMA ¢ wy af : 4 * 
in@ account given nere is a seauenee to that 
# what = : % Pt ia 3 +, £14 3 
given of a similiar trip on April 4,/1937, The 
. £ Dee ae 4 pa are ans eS LE 
reasons for making the trip were the same in 
both cases, By making a study of these nests of. 


ses, ] aking 
the Bald mone over a period of two or three 
years it 1: d that some velugble information 
may be sraatved. Prete wiht ath some loful and 
accurate deductions may be made as '‘s the habits 


of these large and sonra os sre ly rare birds on 


6am 


the coast of this state during the breedine 
season, 
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eae 


bk JIniversity at 4:45 A.M, with Dad 
Tee pe z T3T ; we . 
ek pep at beach at 9, We found an 
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be (19 
sb 
5 Oy 
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aq 
4 wall @ 
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™m road which had been used as an 
access” rote a Kiwanis Camp during the summer, The 
camp site was about three miles from the mouth 
of Little Creek, "'e parked the car at the old 
camp and proceeded on foot from there to the 
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’ we on ra . P m4 : T & E = Pt meg 
large nest about two miles from Little Creel 


siete deel 


and the one which we studied in 1937, On ayeies 


tenes 


ba 


ng at the nest we found very little evidence 


8 Bd & 
h lt was occupied - the adult birds did no 


$ at i re > @ 
me their appearance and Wwe finally eonelude 
: ie i . ang ee IF. “ rer — & ae 
that the nest was deserted, “Te did not climb 
the tree ,yhowever 


<o- 


“ @ 
Ve proceeded from thi: 
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r spot to the other two 
nests we had found the 


Sg 
receeding vear, The 
ed ‘ Le toe ‘ ; , ‘ 4 
first one we examined was the one which had bee: 


t 
unoccupied in 1937, However, we thought that it 
was being used this year because we observed a 
two-vear old bird flv from the vicinity when we 
appro oached the nest, There were various other 


er 


& 


ay ons whi ah We NOt 1 ‘ Leed Parasia cr the mos at prominent 
of these was the tomp atively lerree amount of 
excrement around the rook This fagt seemed odd. 


; Pu ‘ a » 3 & : % a 

because i1 WAS SO early in the breeding season: 
. a of. iy y , «= t bas : # 

On examining the nest it was found to be oceeupi 


ed by Great Horned Owls and it contained two 
young birds - one,about two or two weeks and a 


age, and the other about a week or so 
female Owl staved in the vicinity of 
all the time and was very wrought-up 


intrusion, She kept moving about con- 
end every minute or so she weuld utter 
Thoo-o-o', oe 

We left this nest and proceeded on to the 
other nest in that part of the woods which had& 
been in use the year before, On arrivine within 
Sig Tht of the nest the female Left, the nest, tn = 
order to determine if there was a “possibility of 
the nest containing egrs without actually eclimb- 
ing the tree we hit upon this plan: .The Hagle 
had seen us in the woods and of eourse knew of 
presence; if two of us went on past the nest and 
out of that section of the woods while the third 
man hid himself well, wouldn't the bird return | 
to her task of ine subatine when she saw the two 
leave the vicinity of the nest? We reasoned that 


the Bald heele is not +t Liligent enourch me) 
realize that one man has etaasconrad. Tf there 
were young in the nest she would make a lot of 
fuss over our presence, She did raise some ob- 
jection but soon flew away, “hen she had fone, 
: carefully hid myself under one of tive many 
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entanglements of honeysuckle, bushes, briars, 
and small trees which cover the floor of the 
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ADDENDUM (Following third Bald Eagle Trip FEBS 
to coast of Virginia - Feb.19, 1939) 


The above conclusions concerning these magnifi-* 
cent birds seem justified and correct except 

1.) Nesting preparations probably begin in late 
January and egg laying by February 10-15; the 
latter being completed by the third week in Feb. 


2.) There has never been any evidence seen by us 
that immature Bald Eagles breed. Only adults 
(characterized by the black body and wings and 
the white head and tail) have been observed 
nesting at any of the sites we visited. | 

3.) Mated pairs probably do so for life and un-. 
less severely disturbed, return and add to the © 
Same nest year after year. 


4.) Our observations suggest that in addition to 
the last statement above, the breeding Eagles 
are definitely territorial - respecting each 
others nesting and hunting areas. 
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The nest wes supported against the® 
trunk of the tree by pee large limbs and was ~ 
occupied by a pair of full gerowm birds, The 

nest contained two voung, each of which could 
hardly have been over twenty! four hours old an 
an ege which was ready to hatch, The nest. ha 
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The nesting materis 
heavy sticks, a few cornstalks, : 
and heavy marsh grass as a linine nes AC 
been used for the two or three veare preceeding 
and was a prototype of an Osprey's nest , but i 
much larger of course, both in its components 
and as a whole, 

The parent birds circled high in 
the air most of the time we were in the vicinity 
of the nest and would seream every minute es SO. 
They exhibited none of the ferocious habit 
which these birds are supposed to possess, 
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THIRD TRIP TO STUDY THE NESTING: Ces Bar’ as <a 


This account of our final =: to study the 
American Bald Eagle during its breeding 


near the coast of Virginia describes he san 


adult birds we had encountered in 1937 and again 
in 1938. The latter possibility, is reinforced by 
the finding of three eggs this year in the same > 


and an egg ready to hatch last year. 


Dad and I left Charlottesyille about 4 AM: Ls 
and arrived at the old Kiwarjis Camp described 
in detail in last year's account. We proceeded » 
as before up the beach toward Little Creek to 
the first nest we visited in 1937 (see my map 
and Nest #1). Unfortunatély, there was no sign 
whatsoever that the nest was being used, so we 
went on through the woods along the arm of land 
that juts out into Little Creek to Nests #2 & 34 

On arriving at Nest #2 where we had found 
the Great Horned Owls last year there was the- 
Same evidence around the tree that the Owls 
were in residence. fay I climbed. 
the tree hoping we might obtain a clutch .of eggs 
At the nest I found two young Great Horned Owls | 
obviously just a week and two weeks old, respec- 
tively. There was also the rear half of a cotton 
tail rabbit and the bones and several skulls of 
small mammals. The adult owls stayed in the 
vicinity all the time we were there uttering an 
occasional low call and moving about; but at no 
time did they come very close to the nest. I 
took several pictures and some notes then des- 
cended the tree. 

Since Nest #3 was about one hundred yards 
away we moved cautiouly and quietly toward it 
only to witness the adult female (white haed and 
tail) glide off the nest and disappear. We saw 
her only once after that when I was at the nest. 
taking notes and pictures. The huge, two-pronged| 


@ the nest all my problems evaporated: 


bthis: —_— 
a1 ieugh the many vines which presented such a 
hazard last year had not grown back sufficiently 
to be a problem. It was still a tough climb, but 
on pulling myself finally”Wh-onto the edge of 
For there 


to my delight were three perfect fre 
the Bald Eagle! Needless to’ say, we ‘were over—..° 
joyed to have such fantastic good fortune in — 
our timing since it was obvious. that had we = 
arrived only a few days earl ie? we might well 
have found only one egg in the hug 


It was obvious that the birds had 3 


eges of, * 


used the nest 


ge nest! ee i 
The latter was little changed from last year. 


. repeatedly and for this nesting séason it | e 
seemed they had added only a few more sticks as. 


well as some grasses and sogd« The weather con-- 


tinued to be bright and clear and*not too cold. 


From the nest I could see far out indi: Chesa peak, 


Bay as well as the Little Creek Station to the 


south. I could only hope. that these magnificent + 


birds would return to 


and getting a picture of the nest and eggs by 


lay another clutch of eggs| 
and raise their family. After taking some notes | 


standing on a higher limb and "shooting" over my: 
feet (the last exposure!), I came down the tree : 


though I almost slipped once. I had passed the 


three eggs down to Dad after carefully wrapping © 


them in cotton batting, tissue, and a small 


towel and placing them in my gas mask pies Dees 
on the ground I showed our treasure to Dad and ~ 


he was almost as excited as I! 

We drained the last water from the canteen, 
discussed our good fortune and then set out for 
the car. We had a very pleasant but uneventful 
trip back to the University, stopping near 
Richmond for supper and arriving about 8 PM. 


See the last. page of the 
Second Trip for Observations. 
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NAME- Least Bittern 
(Ixobrychus Exilis) 


DATE- June 10, 1935 _—— NO 


INCUBATION- 4 


see 4 20 a. 8 “21 x 6789 
DIZES- 4.19 x 0.91 . 


SITUATION-— 11S 13 
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*(Catoptrophorus semipalmatus) 
A.O.U. 
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Spotted Sandpiper A,O.U. NO. 262 
(Actitis macularia) 
DATH- dune 19, 1932 


INCUBATION- Fresh 


pIZkS- 1.19 x.91 lc4ax, 
Lemiik noe Ache: K ete ‘ 
SITUATION-—- On an island in eivence ly eee 
which is frequently flooded afte, several days. 
ke hard rain three pairs of these birds nested 
in 1943. This particular set*éf @ggs was taken 
ae a nest on the upper part of the. isloand@.,. 
The nest was placed beside 8 river rotk oat 
base of a small bush and very well = 
flaged since the few grassed in the 
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NAME- American Oystercatcher A.0.U.NOQ.286 
(Haematopus palliatus) 

DATE- June 26, 1936 NO. IN CLUTCH- 2 

INCUBATION- 273 


SIZES- 2.15 x 1.49 2cLe x 4 Se 


The two buff colored..eggs were 
irregularly spotted and blotched with light 
and dark brown. The female flew a few hundred 
feet down near the waters edge and made nq. 
attempt to return to her nest until I haa” 
walked quite a distance down the beach away 
from her and the nest. eS a 


Near Wachapraegue, Va. 


yaa - 
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ROME Bob-white or Quail Aue. NO.- 289 
( Colinus virginianus) ** 


DATE- July 4. $ LYOo 


SEPERATE ENS 


INCUBATION~- a 


SIZES-~ 1.24 x .97 LyhO- 2h 96 
Liam hs 6 e 1.c4 x .96 
AA le eee" C ® 1.24 x .96 
+43 °2-796 L<2i-s- 95 
Leebist «ae eK le Se” fs 
1.25 x .96 1.24 x “98 
Leer 97 1.22 x .96 


SITUATION- The nest of this gebetes was iece+- 
ed in a blackberry patch on,a hillside mear an 
apple orchard. The female was flushed t> | the: 
nest when I was within a few feet. The nest 4 
was well concealed Since it was arched over, and | 


owas composed of the same grass in which it | 
‘placed-also, it was situated in a clump, o: 


grass in the thickest part of the blagkt 
pa teh. | ee 
Gibson's Farm - four miles from | 

Big Sais Gap, Va. gi 


** Although the A.O.U. Checklist of 1983. cS %. 
very definite inrefering tee: virginianus 
as “Northern Bobwhite” I feel very plea 
that this set of eggs in 33 most surely | 
belong to the smaller species (or super e 
species) Common Bobwhite - also known” 
throughout the South as “Southern Ghaia* 


Le 


NAME- M aurning Dove as O.U.HUe~ SIS 
(20H aidura macrou ra)? 
"O ;= 2 


INCUBATION- Fresh 


1,09 = 78 
SLTUATION- I discovered this nest when the 
bird flushed from the nest ~ she flew from 


it when I was directly under the limb on which 
it was placed. The nest was Situated on 2a 
horizontal limb of a large Pine tree in fairly 
deep woods at an elevation of approximately. 
12' and it was about 7' from the trunk of the 
tree. The two white eges were discernible 


through the flimsy stucture of the nest, which 
consisted of small twigs and a few grasses. 


1.x ~ “a *% ; cvs 
iynchburg, Va. | 
tig 


## (Zenaida macroura) A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME- Turkey Vulture A.O.U.NO.~ 325 
(Cathe artes aura septentrionalis) ie 
DATE- April 23, 1933 


nO). 2 
INCUBATION- Fresh 


pIZES- 2.75 x 1.95 
oe79 X 1.96 | 
SITUATION- The birds are rather scarce in the 
extreme pa west portion of Southwest Va where 
this set of eggs was taken. The only places 
Suitable for nesting are crevices and small 
"caves" in the rocks near the tops of the moun 
tains. The nest which contained this particular 
set of eggs was situated in a "cave" in the ~ 
rocks near the top of Stone Mt. about four we . 
miles from Big Stone Gap, Va. The hole in *he 
e rocks had approximately the following measure- 
= ments: width, 10'; length, 20' and hes ehth 5', 
PY Toward the farther end the roof sloped gown to 
about 2% or 3' -~ at this end, some leaves had 
fallen down onto the floor. of the "cave thro! 
a small opening. On these leaves the female 
Turkey Buzzard had laid her e8Es- t 
i happened to be 'possum hunting 
when I found the nest. When we entered. the. 
hole the bird was on the nest an nd instead “of — 
trying to escape she lowered her head and. began 
to. vomit - the odor was mumbeuxahbiex unbear able 
So we decided to wait until dawn to get the ef2Zs 
hoping the bird would have left the nést by. that 
time. At dawn we did returm and secur ed: the® eges| 
the female having left the nest. 


(Cathartes aura) A.0.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME- Black falture A.O.U NO c=3e 
(C Catharista uruba uruba) i 


DATE- April 23, 19332 


i. 2 
INCUBATION - Fresh 
: SIZES- 2,98 


na re Es 
aie O ok ame 
SITUATION- This set of eggs was obtained on 


the same day that I found the eggs of a Turkey 
Vulture. The nest was located in &@ rock cavity 
near the top of Stone Mt. about four miles 
from Big Stone Gap, Va. Although these birds 
are rather rare in that part of the state,z lI 
identified this bird positively as a Black 
Vulture since we caught the female on the nest. 
the cavity in the rocks was approx. 
em 6' wide, 10' long and 4' high. There were no 
| Siinesting materials at all - the eggs were laid 
yon the bare ground at the end of the cavity. 
The eggs of this set are among the prettiest 
bird eggs I have ever seen. 


** (Coragyps atratus) A.0.U. Checklist 1983 


NAME- Cooper's Hawk £3233] 
(Accipiter cooperi) 


DATE= May 3, 1936 
No.- 4 
INCUBATION- Fresh 


Fe | OS KUS 

— Se Ade mt SO ara ree 

SITUATION=- The nest was located in a 50 ft. 

pine and was about 40 ft. from the ground. The 

nest looked like it was a couple of years old- 
... and the birds had added to it each year. It 
was composed throughout of small sticks and 

p> twigs and was lined with pieces of pine bark. 

The nest was about 18 in. wide, a foot ‘in 
height and about 3 in. in depth. The pine tree 
was located in deep woods, about two miles 
from Charlottesmille, Va. 


( JFBC) 
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American Red-Tailed Hawk AGO. 
(Buteo borealis borealis) ** N0O.-337 
DATE- April 21, 1932 


ROMERO BIBER Y SERED 


NO.- 2 


a 


CA 


SIZE- Beoo' ew eae 


is 


SITUATION- This hawk built its nest on a 
rock ledge on the ® top of Stone Mt. near 
Big Stone Gap, Va. The nest was composed of 
small sticks and pieces of bark on the inside, 
while the greater part was constructed of 
large sticks. The female left the nest when 
she saw me about 50 yds. away and started 
circling over me screaming every few seconds. 
She made two or three dives at me, but she 
did not come very close. 

The nest contained one egg and 
a young bird about a day old. | 


A.0.U. Checklist 1983 


a4 


NAME- American Bald Eagle A.O.U. NO.-352 
(Haliaetus Leucocephalus) 


DATE- February 19, 1939 


te 3 *# (Bald Eagle) 
NO. = | A.O.U. Checklist 1983 


INCUBATION- Fresh 
sed St Mare Time” ene © 
2a Pl e209 


SIZES - 2.76 2%. 2.06 


SITUATION- The large eyrie of this majestic 
bird was located in one fork of a huge living 
pine which branched about five feet from the gxrz 
ground thus giving rise to the two, almost egual 
trunks. The tree was about 90‘'in height and the 
nest was about 20‘ from the top. 

The nest was supported against the 
trunkof the tree by three large limbs and was 
occupied by mature birds. The nest contained 
three fresh dirty white eggs. Its dimensions 
were roughly as follows 


outside height - 4' average diameter -5' 
inside depth - 6-8" inside diameter -14' 

The nesting materials consisted of 
heavy sticks, a few cornstalks, smaller sticks 
and heavy and finer grasses with some clumps of 
sod for the lining. Obviouslyit had been used 
and repaired for several years and was similar x 
to that of an Osprey, tho' larger as a whole as 
well as in its components. 

The parent birds made no attempt to 
challenge me while I was in their tree and in 
fact, wre seen only once or twice circling high 
overhead occasionally uttering their familiar 
cry. 


The tree containing this Eagle's 
nest was located in very heavy pine woods the 
floor of which was covered by a dense under- 
growth of honeysuckle, briars, small trees and 
bushes. An arm of Little Creek surrounds the 
area on three sides. Finally, this nest is 


Reibed bRsbUReRECTH Ens RBtevrsaele trips de- 


American Sparrow Hawk “~ [ séo0] 
(Faleo sparverius sparverius) 


May 2, 1936 
5 


INCUBATION - Fresh 


SIZES= 450 X 44S 4-35 ROAO 467 F ASMA 
al ge Be ke 4.39 * 4.09 | 
SITUATION- eameuk The nest was located in 
an old Flicker hole in a large,half-dead 
locust tree on the Farmington Golf Course 
about three miles from Charlottesville, Va. 

No nest materials were present- only 
some old chips of wood which were left there 
when the hole was made. The entrance to the 
nest was about 15 ft. from the ground and 
about 2 ft. from the top of the snag. The 
actual cavity of the nest was approximately 
LO i. deep and the diameter was uniformily 

about 8 in. 

The female was caught on the nest and 
fam from her appearance and from the variations 
in the sizes of the eggs, she seemed to have 
been a last year's bird. The male, however, 
seemed to be at least three years old. 


( JFBC ) 


** (American Kestrel - Falco sparverius) 
A.0.U. Checklist 1983 


American Osprey or Fish Hawk 
(Pandion haliaetus carolinensis) 
May 13, 1934 A.O.U.NO.- 364 


3 


INCUBATION— #4 


SIZES =.2485 x. 1.77 G40. x 1lw78 

Aen xX st? 
SLITUATION-» Along the shores of the many 
indentations of Lynnhaven Bay are many large 
Pines. The shores ave heavily wooded in most 
places and the huge Pines stand out quite 
prominently - 5ome of these large trees are 
dead and though many Fish Hawks nest in the 
living Pines they prefer the dead ones in 
which to build their nests. This set of eggs 
was taken from @ dead Pine which was about 
60 or 70' high. The nest was supported by 
a three-pronged fork and was about 10' from 
the top of the teee. (Most of the nests ob- 
served were in or very near the tops of the 
trees). Both adult birds kept up a continuous 
noise, circling around the nest all the time 
I was near it. The nesting materials consisted 
large sticks, corm stalks and rubbish and was 
Lined with seaweed. The approximate dimensions 
of the nest are as follows: width, 3' ; xwugkh 
outside depth or height, 4° and inside depth, 
8""~ the diameter was,r roughly , 1'. The nest 
was at least two years old. 


Lynnhaven Bay » Vee 


** (Osprey - Pandion haliaetus) 
A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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es 
33 


Eastern Screech Owl A.O.U.NO.- 373. 
(Otus asio asio) ** 
April 22, 1932 


x 1 * 2Q 


SITUATION- This set of eges was taken from a ; 
hole in a Beech. The hole was a natural cavity 4 
and had been used by Flickers - The female owl . 
was on the nest and was of the red type. I was 
surprised to find only three eggs in the nest- 
I had found the nets a week before when it 
contained only three eggs, but 1 decided to 
wait until a full set had been laid before 
taking them. When I took the eggs I could hear 
the embryos in them. The female did not stay 
near the nest, but flew off as though x<mxmiftfx 
indifferent as to the fate of her eggs. 


Big Stone Gap, Va. 


** (Otus asio) A.0.U. Checklist 1983 
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo A.0O.U.NO. 387 


NAME - 
(Coccyzus americanus) 


DATE- June 6, 1933 NO. IN CLUTCH- 3 
INCUBATION -— Fresh 

* jm Be aS ae SO Pe 
$F AONE 1.17 x 0.91 1.19 xX 428 
SITUATION - This nest was found in a small 


grove of Paw Paw trees, not far from the edge | 
of fairly heavy woods. The bird had selected i 
tallest tree and had built her nest in the | 
uppermost branches on a network of tangled 
grapevines. It was really a Shabby platform 
of twigs on which were three light greenish 
blue, fresh eggs. I do not understand why the 
eggs did not roll off, because there weren't 
more than fourteen sticks at the most, sup- 
porting them. The female was on the nest so I 
had a good look at her before she flushed and 
the yellow bill was clearly visible. The nest 
was only about ten feet from the ground. 


Gibson's Farm 
Big Stone Gap, Va. 


NAME - Belted Kingfisher A.O.U.NO. 390 
(Megaceryle alcyon) ** 


DATE- April 25, 1932 NO. IN CLUTCH- 6 — 


INCUBATION- Fresh 
t.32° 5 f-62z 1.34 2-1 502 
SIZES- =: 1..33. x 1.05 1235 £1.65 
1.33% +64 1.35) 2-2, 04 
SITUATION- The entrance to this nest was 


located about five feet up the slightly 
sloping face of a clay bank and about four 
feet from the top of the bank above Powell's 
River within the town limits of Big Stone Gap, 
Va. There is also at that particular point a 
deep hole in the River known locally as "The 
Horsehole". The opening to the Kingfisher's 
burrow was about 4" in diameter and the 
tunnel to the nest went straight back horizon- 
tally for about three feet where it termin- 
ated in a chamber estimated to be about 10" 
in diameter and 6" high. 

The only nesting materials con- 
Sisted of a few dried grasses in which were 
placed the six fresh, globular, pearly white 
eggs. 


** (Ceryle alcyon) A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME - Red-headed Woodpecker A.0.U.NO.406 
(Melanerpes erythrocephalus 

DATE- May 21, 1933 

6-5 

INCUBATION- Fresh 
0.99 x 0.75 0.97 x:0.76 

SIZES- 0.938: x 0.76 0.96 x 0.75 
0.99 x 0.74 


SITUATION- I happened to see this colorful 
bird go into its nest in a dead Chestnut snag 
late one afternoon when we were leaving my 
cousin's house in Norton, Va. The snag was 
near the crest of the hill behind his house 
in the edge of a wood. The entrance hole to 


the nest was about 15 feet from the ground and 


after I was finally able to get up to it, the 
dead wood below the hole could be pulled away 


rather easily to expose the cavity. The latter 


was about 6" in diameter, widening at the 
bottom of the 12" depth to accommodate the 
adult bird. The entrance hole was an inch and 
three quarters to two inches in diameter. 
: No nesting materials of any kind 
were evident, the five globular, glossy white 
eggs rested on numerous wood chips. 


24 


NAME - Yellow-shafted Flicker A.0.U.NO.412 
(Colaptes auratus) ** 


DATE - June 2, 1933 


QO.- 6 


FRE AOC 


Fresh 


INCUBATION- 


: 1 OF! 0 1.04 x 0.82 

SIZES - 1.04 x 0.79 1 .06%x.0.80 

1.05 &% 0.81 tT: 0% x70. S81 
SITUATION- This bird chose a dead Beech 


about 2° in diameter on Terpstra‘’s Farm in 
Powell's Valley (about six miles from Big 
Stone Gap, Va.) The tree was on the edge of 
a wood in a pasture and there were six other 
woodpecker holes in that particular tree tho' 
none other seemed occupied. 

The entrance hole of this nest 
was about 4" in diameter and 10" deep; it was 
about fifteen feet from the ground. The tree 
began to sway as I climbed it and the Flicker 
then flew off the eggs. There were no nesting 
materials, the six fresh globular, glossy 
white eggs rested only on some wood chips. 


*# Also known as Common or Northern Flicker 
A.0O.U. Checklist 1983 
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Chuck-Will's-Widow  A.0.U.NO. 416 
(Antrostomus carolinensis) ** 


May 13,1934 


INCUBATION- Fresh 
1.42% 0.99 


ee 1 4? e100 

SITUATION-= This cluteh of eggs was obtained 
at Lynnhaven Inlet, Va. on the same day and 
within 25 yards of the base of the tree in 
which we obtained the Osprey eggs (which see). 
The woods where these eggs were found consis- 
ted mostly of Virgia’ Pines with some hardwoods 
Such as oak, intermingled. The nest of this 
bird was a mere depression in the Pine needles 
and was within two feet of the base of a large 
Pine. We did not see the bird, but the two 
fresh, elliptical, glossy cream colored eggs 
were spotted and blotched with light shades of 
brown and tan mixed with some lavender and 
gray tones. The location and character of the 
nest as well as the features and sizes of the 
eggs are all typical of this bird. 


** (Caprimulgus carolinensis) 
A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME- Whip-Poor-Will A.O.U.NO. ae 
(Antrostomus vociferus) ** 


DATE-— May 9, 1935 


QO.- z 


INCUBATION - Fresh 
1.09 x 0.79 


1.05 -x-0.77 


SITUATION-= The nest of this lovely bird 

was accidently found when I almost stepped on 
her in a grove of second-growth hardwoods at 
about fifty yards inside the edge of the trees 
The female literally flitted away silently in 
an erratic line of flight and totally dis- 
appeared. 


SIZES - 


There were no nesting materials; 
the two fresh, elliptical, slightly glossy, 
pinkish-white eggs irregularly blotched and 
spotted with light grays and tans were ina 
small depression on bare oak leaves between 
two trees which were about four feet apart. 

Near. Dorchester, Va. - approxi- 
mately eleven miles from Big Stone Gap. 


** (Caprimulgus vociferus) 
A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME- Ruby Throated Hummingbird 
(Archilochus colubris) 


DATE- July 6, 1935 Ra 428 
NO.- i SIZE= ~ 0.49 x 0.34 


Oe ERLE IE 
EEN AE TESTU 


INCUBATION- Fresh 


SITUATION- On a very warm afternoon in 
midsummer, just over a hundred yards from our 
house, I spotted the nest of this gorgeous 
little bird on a horizontal limb of a Beech | 
tree about 15 feet from the trunk of the tree 
which was about 18" in diameter at the level 
of that supporting limb. The exquisite little 
nest - which looked from the ground like a 
natural knot on that particular limb- was 
also about 15 feet from the ground. 

I was about to give up on the 
possibility of securing the nest and eggs 
when I went home and came back with 50° of 
z inch Manila rope and a fine hand saw. I was 
able to stand on a larger and lower lim so 
that the rope could be snugly tied to support 
most of the weight of the limb by tying the 
rope well above the nest limb. By holding the 
butt of the limb so it would not roll, cutting 
it free at the tree, and then carefully inch- 
ing the limb toward me, I was able to collect 
the nest and eggs intact. However, in blowing 
the second egg later, i dropped it and so | 
have only one egg of this species. 

As expected, the nest was a 
true masterpiece of camouflage and beauty. It 
was firmly held to the limb with spider silk 
which also seemed to hold the soft down and 
fibers of the wall of the nest together. The 
outside was covered with large and small,gray 
and bluish-green lichens; while the inside cup 
was lined with soft plant down. The two pure 
white eggs were fresh and almost translucent. 
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NAME - Eastern Phoebe A,0O,U,NO.- 456 
(Sayornis phoebe) 

DATE - April 30, 1934 

NO.- 5 

INCUBATION- ‘Fresh 

ag 00:77. X20 357 0.76. £0757 

SIZES- 0.78 x 0.58 0.77 x 0.58 
0.76 x 0.57 

SITUATION - Neatly placed well out of the 


weather on a board under a small bridge over 
a stream was this beautiful nest of the 
Phoebe. It was rounded and composed of mud 
intermixed with thin grasses and weeds and 
covered on the outside by generous amounts 
Of moss which tended to camouflage it well. 
the inside of the nest was made up of fine 
and soft plant fibers with significant hair. 
The nest sloped from the inner rim down to 
the board which supported it. The dimensions 
were: Inside diam. 23" Max. outside diam. 5" 
Height 33" Depth 134" 

The five fresh, white eggs were 
oval in shape. 

The female bird stayed just 
outside the culvert, bobbing her tail and 
watching my every move; occasionally she 
would utter her plaintive call. 

The nest of this bird was about 
ten feet above the little stream that ran 
under the bridge. | 


Lynchburg, Va. 
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Eastern Wood Pewee A.0O.U.NO.- 461 
(Myochanes virens) ** 


1995 


June il, 


3 


INCUBATION- 1/3 

= 0775 x One 0.74 x 0.54 
SIZES~ -¥6176 =%.0.55 
SITUATION- This rather small and beauti- 


fully constructed nest appeared like a knot 
on the horizontal limb about 15 feet above 
ground and only 4 feet from the trunk of a 
small locust, 10" in diameter, in a pasture 

4 a mile from the V.E.S. campus. Had I not 
seen the bird fly from the nest I probably * 
would have missed it entirely. 

The nest was composed plant 
fibers and thin stems with rootlets and soft 
plant down, held together with spider silk 
and covered on the outside with gray and | 
greenish lichens. It was lined with smailer 
plant fibers, some plant down and hair. The 
dimensions were roughly: 

Outside diam. 23" Inside diam. 1 3/4" 
Height 2" : depth 17" 

The three fresh, creamy white 
eggs"ere oval and for the most part had spots 
and blotches of tan and brown most prominent 
as wreaths around each large end. 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


A.O.U. Checklist 1983 


** (Contopus virens) 
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NAME- Blue Jay ANO. UNO. . Boe 
(Cyanocitta cristata) 


April 29, 1933 
NO.- 4 


ERLE LEE EEE 


INCUBATION- Fresh 


be 12 es 080 bo X 20L61 
SIZES - 1.19 60.83 1 tee Oo 
SITUATION- In a large (Diam. approx. 3ft.) 


American Hemlock, about 50 ft. from the ground 
and supported against the tree trunk by two 
small limbs was this bird's nest. The Hemlock 
was.: about 20 ft. up the north bank above the 
water on Powell‘s River across from Bullitt 
Park in Big Stone Gap, Va. 

The female was on the nest and 
allowed me to come quite close before she flew 

The nest was rather bulky and 
was composed of small sticks and twigs, pieces 
of newspaper and even some twine. It was lined 
with small dark brown and black rootlets. It 
contained four fresh, olive-green eggs so 
heavily splotched with darker green as to 
almost obscure the numerous small dots of 
black. | 

Dimensions of this nest were 
roughly as follows: 

Outside diam. 8-10" Inside Diam. 33" 
Height 4 " - Depth 23" 
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NAME - American Crow A.O.U. NO.488 
(Corvus Brachyrhynchos) 


DATE- April 9, 1933 


NO es 8 
INCUBATION- Fresh 
ae < Ek es es | : a 1.16 
oP i tee! = 
376°" 15148 1.64 x 1.15 
SITUATION- This wary bird allowed me to 


approach within a few feet before she flew | 
straight away and out of sight from her rather | 
large nest which was placed against the trunk 
and upheld bytwo limbs about fifty feet up in 
a huge Beech tree. The latter was in rather 
heavy timber on Wallen's Ridge near Big Stone 
Gap, Va. 7 
The nest was close to 24" in 
greatest diameter, was bulky and composed of 
large and smaller sticks, rootlets, and some | 
pieces of bark. It was lined with fine rootlets 
and strips of grapevine bark and it contained 
four bluish-green eggs which were covered with 
large and small light brown streaks and 
splotches. 


Other nest dimensions were 
Height : 8" Inside Diam.: 7" 
Depth : 4" 


a 


NAME - Gommon (European) Starling 
aris 
wee A.0.U.NO.- 493 
DATE- April 4, 1935 
NO.- 5 


ELSE OLLIE 


INCUBATION- Fresh 


| Lae Os 12h 6.85 
SIZES- 1.19 x 0.82 1.18 x 0.83 
Pic = 076Z 
SITUATION- In keeping with the habit of 


this species to nest in any hole large 
enough for it to get in, this particular 
bird chose a slanting hole 15 feet from the 
ground ina Maple. The defect in the tree 
was obviously the result of a fallen, dead , 
limb, which created an opening at least a © 
foot deep and 13 feet wide. The nest was 
composed of sticks, leaves, grasses, a piece 
of white cloth and other rubbish. The inside 
diameter was about 3" and consisted of finer 
grasses and a few feathers. 

The five fresh, oval, slightly 
glossy, bluish-white eggs were otherwise not 
remarkable. The nest was in a tree on the 
V.E.S. campus, Lynchburg, Va. 
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NAME - Cowbird ** A,O,U, NO.- 495 
(Molothrus ater) 

DATE- May 13, 1935 

NO. I SIZE- 0.86 x 0.63 

INCUBATION- Fresh 

SITUATION- This bird, a known parasite, 


had deposited its much larger whitish egg 
rather heavily and evenly dotted and spotted 
with different shades of brown and oval in 
shape, in the nest of a Maryland Yellow- 
Throat (Warbler). The latter was located in 
a small clump of weeds which held the nest 
about five inches above the ground. The area _ 
surrounding the nest was beside a 3-4' wide ~ 
stream and immediately beneath a 40° high % 
roadway (asphalt) bridge (V.E.S. Road) 
(See Maryland Yellow-Throat, 
A.O.U. NO. 681) 


eee 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


*#% (Brown- headed Cowbird) 
A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME - Red-Winged Blackbird A.O.U.NO.498 
(Agelaius phoeniceus) 

DATE - May 12, 1933 

NO.- 4 

INCUBAT ION- Fresh 


= et ye OTT 170i. x 0.70 
L2Bo~ $500.8 0.72 1702.20.71 


wi? 


SITUATION- In a freshwater swamp of about 
two acres, most of which was covered with 
wild Rose bushes intermixed with cattails, I 
found the nest of this species. It was 
saddled between three upright reeds and held | 
to them by interwoven dried rushes and long 4 
grasses. It was lined with finer grasses andg 
contained four fresh, oval, somewhat glossy, ~ 
pale, bluish green eggs, which were scrawled, 
scratched, and blotched, especially at the 
larger end with various shades of brown and 
lavender with generous amounts of black. 

The female permitted me to 
approach within a few feet before she flew. 


Near the cemetery, Big Stone Gap, Va. 
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NAME — Eastern Meadowlark A.O.U.NO.- 501 
{(Sturnella magna) 

DATE - July 21, 1934 ) 

NO.- a 

INCUBATION- s 

a 11 S623" O33 ye Me a es 9 a F 

SIZES- 1.14 x 0.83 1.20 x 0.83 

SITUATION -= Having seen and heard many of 


these birds in the “rough” surrounding the 
Lonesome Pine Country Club in Powell's 
Valley, about midway between Big Stone Gap 
and Norton, Va., Il was surprised to find this, 
nest so late in the year. Had my golf ball ¢ 
been hit better, I would kax# certainly never 
have seen it! 

The nest was located about a 
fourth of the way up a hill in fairly heavy 
grass and weeds about 8-10" tall. It was well 
built an skillfully concealed. For the most ~ 
part it was composed of grasses and weeds ; 
woven into the surrounding grasses and arched 
over similar to a Bobwhite's nest. The lining 
was made up of softer and finer grasses and 
contained four oval, moderately glossy, white 
eggs, heavily spotted, blotched, and dotted 
with shades of brown and lavender,more 
heavily at the large end. Later, I found that 
the eggs had been incubated about one-half. 


‘ (Northern Oriole) 37 
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NAME- Baltimore Oriole A.0O.U.NO.-507 
(Ieterus galbula) 
DATE- May 20, 1933 
NEST DIMENSIONS- 
NO.- eth = gu 
; Hake aR alts - $5 63" 
INCUBAT ION- Fresh 
0.697% -06.60 0.90 x 0.60 
SIZES - 0.90 x 0.61 
SITUATION - Il was walking through a grove 


of large yellow poplars in Bullitt Park (Big 
Stone Gap) when I was attracted by the 
whistle of a male of this species. Knowing 
it was the nesting season,I sat down to 
watch him. He soon flew to one of thepromin-¢ 
ent limbs that hung down toward the ground © 
and proceeded to join the female who was busy 
adding to the half- finished nest hanging 
from the tip of that limb. I watched fasci- 
nated by their work and after a while I had 
to go on home -about $ mile away. | 

Two weeks later I returned with 
a friend who kindly helped me collect this ~ 
nest with its three eggs: Since the nest was 
at least 40' from the ground, I had decided 
to try to sever the twig which supported the 
nest with my .22 rifle and hope the bed sheet 
we had suspended would lessen the impact of 
the fall of the nest and thus protect the Egg 
eggs. We did just that and lost only one of 
the beautiful eggs. The three that we did get 
were grayish white with slight gloss and were 
etched, scrawled, and streaked with several 
Shades of brown and black. They were also 
oval in shape and fresh. 

The nest was a lovely creation 
of dull and silvery plant fibers neatly 
woven together and around the small suppor- 
ting smakk forked limb, which was theterminal 
end of that entire large limb. The nest was 


obular,had a top entrance, and was, lined 
er eR" pera erasses and long black hair. 


\ & 
» 
t 
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NAME- Purple Grackle A.0.U.NO.- 511 
(Quiscalus quiscula 


DATE- April 5, 1932 


QO.- 5 


OTT ET 


INCUBAT ION- Fresh 
{107k Caio 
STP RS. T2828 478 
1.09 x 0.79 


SITUATION- In a small grove of water 
birches, about twenty in number, a flock of 
these Grackles chose to make their home. All 
of these relatively small (15-25' high) trees 
with the exception of two, had at least one 
nest and some had as many as three. The one 
which contained these five fresh, oval, 
slightly glossy, pale bluish-green eggs spot- 
ted, splotched and scrawled with various 
shades of tan and dark brown, was composed 
of weed stalks and heavy grasses reinforced 
with mud. The lining consisted of finer grass 
and one or two feathers. The nest was rather 
bulky and also contained several small pieces 
of paper. 
The nest dimensions were 

Greatest outside diameter: 8" 

Inside " 5 AN 

Height : 53" 

Inside depth ; 9 38" 


At Ball Park, Big Stone Gap, Va. 


** (Common Grackle - Quiscalus quiscula) 
A.QO.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME — Boat-Tailed Grackle A.0.U.NO.-513 
(Cassidix mexicanus) ** 


DATE- MAY 7, 1934 
NO.- Ly 
INCUBATION- 1/5 


ates 1425.20.88. 1 -22°-%-6,91 
SIZES- 4,22 x 0.90 1.24 x 0.91 


SITUATION- Although this species is much 
more common near the coast, a small group of 
these birds were found nesting at various 
heights in rather tall pines and locusts, 
some of which had significant honeysuckle 
and other vines growing up into the trees. 

I had watehed these birds a 
few days before taking these eggs and at 
first I thought they were Purple Grackles, 
but their larger size and larger eggs, with 
the longer and typical tail made their iden- 
tity certain. : 
This nest was almost 40° up in 
a Virginia Pine and was placed on the crotch 
of a 25" limb about 2' from the trunk of the 
tree. The nest was bulky and loosely made of 
various fairly heavy grasses and weeds wound 
about several smaller supporting limbs. It — 
was lined with finer grasses and weed stems 
with small amounts of mud intermixed. There 
were four rather long, oval bluish-gray eggs, 
Slightly glossy; they had prominent spots, 
scrawl and splotches of browns, darker gray 
and pale lavender. This description fit three 
of the eggs, but the fourth had more brown 
tones than the others and really looked def- 
initely different. The nest was at least 9". 
in its greatest overall diameter, 3" in its 
inside depth, 5" ineiss diameter and at least 


4" high. Near V.E.S., Lynchburg, Va. : 
** (Quiscalus mn fae A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME - Chipping Sparrow A.O.U.NO.- 560 
(Spizella Passerina) 
DATE - May 20, 1934 
10.- a 
INCUBATION- _—‘ Fresh 
0:70 x 0250 0.69 x 0.51 
SIZES- 0.68 x 0.51 0.271: x 0750 
SITUATION-=- This little bird built its 


compact nest in the middle of a Rose bush 
on one of the main trunks, but the nest was 
also supported very well by two horizontal 
smaller branches. It was about four feet 
from the ground and consisted fine grasses, 
a few weed stems, and many rootlets. It was 
lined with finer grasses and rootlets as well 
as significant amounts of horsehair. 

The four fresh, oval bluish 
green eggs were spotted, scrawled and i 
blotched with purple, black and darker shades 
of brown, tending to form a wreath at each ) 
larger end. The nest had the following rough 
dimensions: 


Outside diam.: 4" Inside diam.: 2" 


Lawn of V.E.S5S, near Lynchburg, Va. 
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NAME - Field Sparrow A.O.U.NO.- 563 
(Spizella pisilla) ** 


& DATE- May 25, 1934 


NO.- Ly 
INCUBATION- 1/6 

ue 290 x O42 0.69 x_0.52 
SIZES- 09,67 x 0.51 0.68 x 0.51 
SITUATION- The nest of this bird was 


placed about 2' from the ground in a small 
Hawthorne in a field near Lynchburg, Va. It 
was against the trunk and supprted by three 
small limbs and was composed of grasses and 
weed stems,rather bulky, and was lined with 
finer grasses and horsehair. The four oval . 
pale bluish white, slightly glossy eggs were 
spotted and dotted, occasionally with small 
blotches of reddish brown, more numerous at 
the larger end - tho’ not truly wreathed. On 
blowing these eggs subsequently, I found they 
were incubated slightly. | 


** (Spizella pusilla) A.0O.U. Checklist 1983 


4,3 
Check list 1983 «. ~ 
A.O.U.NO.- 688.2 


NAME — English (House) Sparrow ** — 
(Passer domesticus) 

DATE- April 15, 1932 

NO.- 5 

INCUBATION- Fresh 
O87: x 068 0.88 x. 0.67 

SIZES- 0.88 x 0.69 0.86*x. 0.69 
0.86 x 0.69 


SITUATION- This birds rather bulky nest 
was located about ten feet off the ground on 
a rafter inside a tool shed at Gibson's Farm 
about four miles southof Big Stone Gap, Va. 
The nest was composed a mass of weeds, trash 
(newspaper and string fragments), grasses, 
and leaves. The entance was in front and 
measured about 2" in diameter. The inside 
was lined with finer grasses, hair, and many . 
feathers - mostly chicken. Inside diam. 2-3"5 
The five fresh, slightly glossy, 
grayish white, oval eggs were spotted and 
dotted with shades of gray and light tan. =, 


** (House Sparrow) A.0O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME — Song Sparrow A.O.U.NO.- 581 
(Melospiza melodia) 

DATE- May 20, 1934 

O.- Ly 

a 0.78 x 0.61 0.78 x 0.60 
SIZES- 9.99 x 0.60 0.80 x 0.61 
INCUBAT LON- Fresh 

SITUATION- I found the nest of this 


species in a large, dense rosebush, about 8' 
from the ground; all of which made it diffi- 
cult to obtain. The nest was roughly cup- 
shaped and composed of grasses, weed stems, 
and thin pieces of bark; it was lined with 
finer grasses, rootlets, and dark hair. 

The four fresh, ovoid, light 
greenish eggs were heavily splotched and 
dotted with reddish brown, more pronounced 
near the larger end. : 

| The dimensions of the nest were 


‘roughly: 
Outside diam.: 6" Inside diam.: 23" 
Height: 4" vf, Depth, 4 13° 


Near V.E.S., Lynchburg, Va. 


+5 


NAME- Towhee “* A.O.U.NO.- 587 
(Pipilo erythrophthalmus ) 
DATE- May 4, 1933 Nest Dimensions: 


Outside diam.: 5" 

Inside diam. : 23" 
NO. 4 Height (approx) 3" 
Depth (inside) 2" 


INCUBATION- 1/5 

cae | 0.90°-x 0-71 o.88° x 0-70 

pe ae ek an 0.88 x 0.72 
SITUATION} The nest of this bird was well 


concealed on the ground at the base of a 
small white oak and partly covered by a . 
fairly largeclump of grass. It was near the 
edge of a cut-over field. The nest was neatly 
made of grasses, weed stems, rootlets, and 
vegetable fibers; it was lined with finer 
grasses and rootlets. 

The four white, slightly 
glossy, oval eggs were fairly evenly covered 7 
with spots and dots of reddish brown which 
on several eggs, made them appear capped. g 
When the eggs were sunsequently blown of the . 
contents, they were found to have been incu- : 
bated approximately 1/5. 


On the hill above the Cemetery 
Big Stone Gap, Va. 


** (Rufous-sided Towhee) A.0O.U. Checklist 
1983 


NAME - Cardinal ** A.O.U.NO.- 593 


@ (Richmondenda cardinalis 
| | 2 | Approx. Nest Dimens.: 
ft . 
DATE May 17, 1934 Max. outside diam.7" | 
Height 304 
NO.- 3 | Inside diam. 23" 
Depth 13" 
INCUBATION- Fresh 
6.99%. O71 0.98 x 0.70. 
SIZES- 4,00 x 0.71 
SITUATION- This Gardinal's nest was in a 


small Dogwood about 5' from the ground. A 
number of honeysuckle vines had covered part 
of the tree and this nest was supported by a 
forked limb of the tree and some of the vines 
The nest was loosely constructed grasses, * 
weed stems, rootlets and small twigs with a 
lining of finer grasses and rootlets as well, 
as dark hair. | 7 


The three fresh oval, pale 
bluish white eggs were so spotted, dotted 

ana faintly splotched, with variousshades of» 
brown and faint lavender as to almost oblit-°* 
erate the ground color. — 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


** (Cardinalis cardinalis - Northern Cardinal 
A.O.U. Checklist 1983 


ta 


Scarlet Tanager A.O.U.NO.- 608 
(Piranga erythromelas) ** 


May 25, 1935 


a) 
INCUBATION- Fresh 
aE _ G.91- x 6.66 0.92 x 0.65 
Bi 0.90 x 0.65 0.93 x 0.64 
SITUATION-— Having been fortunate to have 


found the nest and eggs of the Summer Tanager 
three days before, I could hardly believe it 
when I heard the male of this species calling 
from a Poplar just off the main road to schoo 
I sat down on the hill above the tree and 
watched, hoping he might come into view. I « 
finally saw him with his handsome black wings: 
but after a few minutes, he disappeared only 
to fly to a smaller Poplar where I finally 
Spotted the nest that I hoped was his. The 
female appeared about that time and did not 
like my presence. att ot el 
This nest alSo, was ona hori 3 
zontal limb, but only about 8° from the : 
ground and 10° from the tree trunk. I was E 
able to grasp the limb very carefully with a . 
Stout stick, pull it down sufficiently to 
take hold and work the nest within my grasp. 
Fortunately the rather flimsy 
nest held together and the eggs did not roll 
out! The nest was almost identical to the 
summer Tanager's, but the eggs were paler and 
not as attractively marked. a 


Approx. a mile and a half from 
V.E.S., Lynehburg, Va. 


** (Piranga olivacea) A.0.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME - Summer Tanager A.O.U.NO.- 610 
(Piranga rubra) | 

DATE- May 22, 1935 
NO.- Ly 
INCUBATION- Fresh 

ihe 0.91 x 0.63 0.92 x 0.63 
SIZES- 0.90 x 0.60 0.88 x 0.63 
SITUATION- I was walking a small country 


road on my way back to school late in the 
afternoon when I saw the male of this species 
fly ahead of me into a small White Oak limb 
which was over the road. At first I thought 
it was a Cardinal, but as I cautiously and 4 
very slowly came closer, I knew it had to be® 
this species. The bird moved up into the tree 
and in maneuvering to get a better look, I 
spotted the female on the nest on the same 
limb where the male had first lit. 

Both birds then left the tree — 
and I climbed up to that limb which was about 
10' above the road. The nest was about 6' out 
from the trunk and was supported by it and 
another two-pronged, horizontal limb. It was 
composed of grasses, pieces of bark and weed 
stems and contained four slightly glossy, 
pale blue, oval eggs, handsomely spotted and 
speckled with shades of brown, more obvious 
near the larger end. The nest lining consisted 
of fine grassThe nest was a fairly loose 
tho' well built structure*with overall dimen- 
sions: 

Outside diam.: 43" Inside diam.: 3" 
Height : gin Depth ; 13" 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 
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NAME-  Rough-Winged Swallow. A.O.U.NO.- 617 
(Stelgidopteryx serripennis 

DATE- May 23, 1934 

NO.- 6 

INCUBATION- Fresh 
O.7 3k 0. Se 0.74 x 0.51 

SIZES - Ou%6 x 0% 51 O.7 9 = OEsZ 
O775-=x-8 752 0.76 x6. 52 

SITUATION- While walking along the James 


River, I saw this bird fly to a spot among 
some rather large rocks on the riverbank and 
disappear. On investigating the site, I found 
a two inch opening in the soft earth from 
which theswallow suddenly flushed. Inspection | 
revealed a one foot tunnel which the birds had« 
made between the rocks, that led to a chamber 
which held the nest. The diameter of this ter- 
minus of the tunnel was just adequate to accom 
modate the 3-4" nest, which was composed of 
dry grasses and Lined with finer grasses and 
horsehair, but no feathers. I got a good lool, 
at the bird and feel confident of its identity 
In addition,there was no evidence of any other 
Swallows in that section. § 

The six white fresh eggs long 
and oval, with a slight gloss - all of which 
made them appear almost translucent. 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


‘ (Northern Rough-winged Swallow) 
A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME - Red-Eyed Vireo A.O.U.NO.- 624 
(Vireo olivaceus) | 

DATE- May 21, 1933 

NO.- 3 

INCUBATION- Fresh 

oie eee ee 0.73 x 0.59 

SIZES- 09,78 x 0.60 

SITUATION- In an area of older hardwoods 


and moderate secondary growth of White and 
Black Oaks, Maples, and Dogwoods, I saw this 
nest about 4' above the ground in a horizontal 
fork of a young White Oak. The female came ~ 
close enough to be sure of its identity before 
it flew away. , sai fi ‘ 

The nest was a beautiful cup 
shaped structure well suspended and held to 
the small limbs of the fork by intertwining 
grasses and silvery plant fibers. Flant down ~ 
and spider web with a few lichens on the outs 
side of the nest made it blend in nicely with 
its surroundings. The nest lining consisted of 
fine weed stems and thin grasses. | 

Two of the three fresh, dull 
white eggs were oval, but the third was more — 
elliptical. Each however, had afew black and 
dark brown spots, especially around the larger 
end. 


Nest dimensions were approxi- 
mately as follows: 
Outside Diam.: 3" Inside Diam.: 24" 
Heignt ©: 32" Depth : 1 3/4" 


Near Ball Park, Big Stone Gap, Va. 


52 
White-Eyed Vireo  A,0.U.NO.- 631 
(Vireo griseus) 
May 12, 1933 


INCUBATION- Fresh 


4x 0.41 0.75 x 0.41 
6 x 0.42 


Se 0.7 
SIZES- ee 


SITUATION- I had found this nest about a 
week before in a small holly bush about 2' off 
the ground in an old field about 25 yards fron 
the edge of a wood. At that time it had one. 
egg so I decided to return later for a full ~— 
clutch. Fortunately, the female was on the 
nest and by being very cautious and slow, I 
was able to get a good look at her before she 
flushed. To my delight there were two more 
eggs. 

The nest was a real work of art 
and was hanging from a horizontal fork on one-_. 
of the Lower limbs of the small American Holly 
It was constructed of grass, bark strips, a 
few pieces of small soft wood and one or two 
dried leaves; and it all seemed to be held i: 
together with spider silk and soft downy plant 
material. It was more like a conical oriole's 
nest, being longer than the Red-eyed Vireo's 
nest. This nest was lined with fine weed and 
grass stems with a few dark hairs. 

The three white eggs were fresh, 
oval, without gloss and were lightly spotted 
with only a few dots of black and brown around 
the larger end. 

The dimensions of the nest were 

as follows: I 
Outside Diam.: 3" Inside Diam.: 23" — 
Height : 34" Depth : 2" sae 


Hood's Pasture, near Big Stone Gap® Va 
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NAME- Yellow Warbler A.O.U.NO,- 652 
(Dendroica aestiva)** 
DATE- May 22, 1935 


Nest Dimensions 
Outside Diam.: 23" 


NOQ.- 4 Inside Diam.: 2" 
Height: 2" 
INCUBATION- Fresh Depth : 12 
0.62 x 0.48 0: 61-x 0.48 
SIZES- 9.62 x 0.49 0.61 x 0.49 
SITUATION= This beautiful little bird ~ 


was spotted onits nest about i2' from the 
ground in the three-pronged fork of a young 
Gum about 20° from a small stream in fairly 
open terrain. : 

The nest was an exquisite crea- 


tion of soft, silvery plant fibers interwoven | 


with grasses and thin, light grapevine bark. 
The lining was fine plant down, thin grasses 
and a few hairs. 

The four fresh, oval, bluish . 
white eggs were spotted and lightly splashed. 


with shades of brown, light lavender and black 


- especially around the larger end. 


Three- quarters of a mile from V.E.S. 
Near Lynchburg, Va. 


** (Dendroica petechia) A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME - Ovenbird A.O.U.NO. - 674 
(Seiurus aurocapillus) 


| & DATE- May 10, 1935 


NO.- 6 
INCUBATION- Fresh 
0.749% 0655 0.75 X 2.55 
sc7rs. 6.73 «0.58 0.75 x 0.56 
0.72 x 0:56 O.73-x 0.55 
SITUATION- While walking through some 


hardwoods with a significant, but low under- 
growth, I almost stepped on this birds nest. 
Fortunately, she was on the nest and flushed 
just before I reached her with my big foot! 
IT knelt down and carefully searched a few 
minutes before I found the well built and 
cleverly concealed nest which was arched over. 
It was impossible to see from above. 

| The nest was placed near an old 
log in a clump of weeds. It was composed of 
weed stems, grasses, strips of bark, leaves, 
and was lined with fine rootlets and horse 
hair. As noted, it was arched over with the 
same materials, so that the side opening was 
at ground level. — € 
The white, oval, fresh eggs were 
spotted and blotched with light and dark 
shades of brown and pale lavender, more pro- 
nounced at the larger end and tending to form 
a wreath. 


Nest Dimensions: 
Outside diam.: 63" Inside Diam.: 3" 
Height (INCL roof) 5" Entrance 2" x 23" 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


9 
A.O.U.NO. - 698" 


NAME - Louisiana Water Thrush 
(Seiurus motacilla) 


DATE- Apriid, 21, 19355. 


NO.- 5 


a 


INCUBATION- Fresh 


0.72 x 0.60 ee FL es 
“SIZES- 0.72. 0498 0.70 x 0.5 
07 72-x- 0. 


SITUATION—- In a ravine in deep woods about 
3' above a stream and under an overhanging 
bank covered with moss, I found this nest. 
Although I never did see the owner of this. 
nest, I had purposely come looking for it 
because I had seen this species several times 
along this same creek. 

The nest was well protected and 
well cocealed under the bank. It was bulky and 
composed of old muddy leaves which were dried, 
packed close together and more numerous at the 
front. In addition, small twigs and weed stems, 
with a few dead leaves made up the remainder 
of the nest except for the lining of finer 
grasses and rootlets. Nest Dimensions were 

Outside diam. (max.): 4" Height : 6" 
Inside diam. : 23" Depth : 2" 

The five oval, creamy white, 
fresh eggs were spotted and dotted with 
several shades of reddish brown and faint 
lilac, especially near the larger end. 


¢ 
9 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


56 
A.O.U.NO.- 68199" 


NAME - Maryland Yellow-Throated Warbler ** 
(Geothlypis trichas) 7 

DATE- May 13, 1935 

= = 5 
INCUBATION- Fresh 
: 0.66 x 0.52 0.68 x 0.51 

SIZES- = 9.65 x 0.50 0.67 x 0.51 
0.69 X "Or Se 

SITUATION- The nest of this species was 


found in a rather large clump of weeds which 
held it about 5" above the ground in an open 
area beside a 3-4' stream and immediately 
peneath a 40' highway bridge. 
The neat little nest was made up 
dried grasses, small leaves, weed stems, and 
a few rushes to form a cup, the lining of 
which consisted of fine grasses and hair. A 
Cowbird had deposited one egg in this nest and 
it is included in this collection (Which See) 
The eggs of this bird were five 
in number, oval, shiny white and fresh. Each > 
was blotched and spotted with black, chestnut 
and occasional pale lilac, more numerous near 
the larger end. : 
age Nest Dimensions 
Outside diam. : 2 3/4" Inside diam.: 2" 
Height: 23" Depth 12" 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


_. (Common — 
wT ,Lellow-throat ) 2 
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NAME - Yellow-Breasted Chat A.0.U.NO.-683 
(Icteria virens) | 
DATE- May 31, 1932 
O.- 3 
INCUBATION- Fresh 
co = 0.88 x 0.70 0.89 x 0.69 
SIZES- 0.89 x 0.69 
SITUATION- In an old pasture, grown up with 


briars, weeds and small trees, this bird made 
its nest in a small White Oak about 4' from 
the ground amid tangled Greenbrier. The nest 
was on a horizontal limb about two feet from > 
the trunk, supported by two adjacent branches 
and the vines, It was composed of weed stems, — 
larger grasses, and several dead leaves and 
had a lining of fine grasses and weed.stems. . 
The three fresh, oval, glossy 
white eggs had spots and specks of tan and 
lavender, more numerous at the larger end.The. 
adult bird kept within sight most of the time 
we were at the nest. Dimensions of the latter 
were Outside diam. : 53" Inside diam.: 3" 
Height ee Depth ee 


Gibson's Farm, near Big Stone Gap, Va. 


hie 
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NAME - Mockingbird **_ A.O.U.NO.-703 
(Mimus polyglottos) | 


DATE- May 23, 1933 


NO.- 5 


RE AS 


INCUBATION- Fresh 


1.00 x 0.74 0.99 x 0.73 
SIZES - 0.98 x 0.72 0.99 x 0:72 

1.00 xX O57 i | : : 
SITUATION - Straddling several large trunks 


of Virginia Creeper which had formed a dense 
entanglement on a wire fence not far from the 
Clubhouse of the Lonesome Pine Country Club, 
this bird had fashioned its bulky nest of 
twigs (including generous thorns!), grasses, 
rootlets and weed stems. The lining consisted 
fine rootlets and grasses, as well as some 
moss. The dimensions of the nest were” 

Outside diam. : 8" Inside diam. : 33" 

Height +: 4" Depth a2" 
The five fresh, blunted oval, | 

bluish green, slightly glossy eggs were heavil 
freckled and splotched with shades of brown. 


Approximately seven miles from 
Big Stone Gap, Va. in Powell's 
| Valley 


be, 


** Northern Mockingbird 
A.O.U. Checklist 1983 


Catbird #*# A.O.U.NO.- 704 
(Dumetella carolinensis) 


May 23, 1934 


INCUBATION- 


SITUATION- This nest was located about 4' 
from the ground in a three-pronged fork of a 
10' Mock Orange bush in a garden. The nest 
was well hidden by the foliage and was rather 
bulky, consisting of long grasses and strips 
of grapevine bark intermixed with weed stems, 
leaves, and several bits of paper. It was 
rather deeply cupped and lined with fine 
rootlets. The overall dimensions were 

Outside diam. : 6" Inside diame: 3° 

Height——+-344 Depin. 4 23° 


The five fresh, oval, glossy 
eggs were a beautiful, deep bluish green, 
unmarked. 

The female kept moving about, 
uttering her occasional typical call. 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


** (Gray Catbird - Dumetella carolinensis) 
A.©. U. Checklist 1983 


NAME —- Brown Thrasher 


A.0.u.No. 7s 
(Toxostoma rufum) ' 


z 


DATE- April 28, 1933 : 
NO.- 4 

INCUBATION- —_ Fresh 

SIZBS- $193 X 0:79 i 10h x 0.80 
SITUATION- On the west side of Powell's 


River, across from the Ball Park in Big Stene 
Gap, Va. is an elliptical shaped hill about 
125° high and perhaps 200 yds. long and maybe 
100 yds. at its widest portion . It is well | 
known locally as Turtle-back. In addition to 

a fair number of Yellow Locusts it also grew 
many Hawthorne bushes up to 15' tall. Many of 
these thorny plants grew singly, but most Pee 
in groups. In one of the more dense xe th 
latter, this bird built its bulky nest Beers ound 
thorn sticks and twigs which supported the 
grasses, weed stems, grapevine bark. strips, 
and leaves which made up the greater portion 
of the nest. The lining consisted entirely of 
fine rootlets. Nest dimensions were 


Outside diam.: 9" Inside diam.: 4" 
Height: 44" Depth : 13" 
The four fresh, oval eggs were 
pale bluish white, spotted and dotted with 
reddish brown rather evenly and heavily over 
the entire egg surface. 


~~ 


bee 


ag Behe P 


NAME - House Wren A.O.U.NO.- 721 
(Troglodytes aeédon) aye ‘ 
DATE- May 27, 1934 ~_ 
NOQ.- 8 | a 
INCUBATION- Fresh 
0.65 x 0.50 Bye x/0.52 
wae 0,63 0.51 0265 -0.-51 
SS ae ee 0.63 x 0.51 
0.65 Xk OFS. as O68 & 0.52 ts 
SITUATION- This cheerful little bird made 


and smaller feathers. Overall dimensions of 
the nest were 

Outside diam.: 8" Inside diam.: 24" 

The nest was partially arched over with 
the entrance on the wooden bean. 
| The eight eggs were quite sim- 
ilar except one was definitely lighter than 
the others. Each was fresh, oval with a slight 
gloss and so heavily dotted and spotted reddis] 
brown as to appear almost pink. Most of the 


eggs were more heavily marked at the larger 
end. 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


Winter Wren A.0.U.NO2-:-722 


NAME - = 
(Nannus hiemal. %% ee 
DATE - June 22, 1935 a 
O. - 5 oe * 
INCUBATION - Fresh 
0.66 x 0.5t G65 x 70%'51 
STZES. -...0VO5°x Vege e205 X 0450 
0.64 x 0.51 = 
SITUATION - A friend and I accidentally 


found the nest of this unusual little bird 
when we stopped to rest and sat on a large 
root of an ancient oak which had fallen years 
before. The bird flushed not more than 3' 

from us and lit on the broken branch of the 
tree about 20° away. Although it was at first | 


thought to be a House Wren, 
Sstraight-up-in-the-air tail 
later identified if as this 

We found the 
Siderable searching, in the 


its very short, 
didn't #it. We 
species. 

nest after con- 
moss covered root 


system of the old tree between two large roots 
where the birds had brought quite a collection 
small twigs, weed stems, grasses and rootlets, 
as well as generous amounts of moss. The small 
entrance led into an immediate cavity which 
was lined fine grasses, hair and feathers. 

The five fresh, oval, white 
eggs were covered with fine dots of reddish 
brown rather evenly and not nearly as dense as 
those of the House Wren. 


Gibson's Farm near Big Stone Gap, Va. 


= (Troglodytes troglodytes) 
7 ° A.O.U. Checklist 1983 
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NAME - Chicadee, Ca Bia: Ay Ot Neo 736 
(Penthestes G6 pinenecey i | 

DATE- May 7, 1934 @ | 

1O.- a 

INCUBATION- Fresh , 

ios 0.58 x 0.43 0.56 x 0.45 

SIZES - 0.56 x 0.44 } 

SITUATION -— Io-hnad discovered this nest about 


a week before when it had only three eggs and 
came back on the above date to find four eggs 
and the bird had apparently deserted. Unfor- 
tunately, I broke one of the four while trying 
to blow it. 

In any event, the nest. was in a 
fencepost along the edge of @ wood and was 
about 4' from the ground. The entrance hole 
was.a little over an inch in diameter and the 
cavity was about 6" deep and 23" wide at the 
bottom. Nesting materials consisted of fine 
grasses,hair, fur, moss and plant downi 

The three small fresh, pointed 
eggs wre white with reddish brown dots and 
Spots, numerous enogh to Yorm a wreath around 
the larger end. 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


" 
** (Parus carolinensi8) A.O.U. Checklist 
1983. 
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NAME - Blue-Gray GF atcher A. 0. U. .NO. - 730 
(Polioptila ‘caerulea ) = 
DATE- May 16, 1935 — 
NO.- 4 ar 4 
INCUBATION- 1/5 * 
3 0.54 x 0.44 0.56 x 0.44 
SIZES- 0.56 x 0.43 | 
0.55 x 0.43 a 
SITUATION- On a 1" in diameter horizontal 


limb about 15' from the ground and 3‘ from the 
trunk of the 25' Walnut in what appeared to be 
an old pasture, was the exquisite nest of this 
little bird. The nest was well camouflaged and 
composed of vegetable fibers, fine rootlets, 
soft plant down and covered with lichens. It 
was skillfully and beautifully bound to the 
limb which supported it and to its component | 
parts with silken fibers and spidersilk. The 
nest dimensions were | 
Outside diam.: 24 Inside daam.: 
Height ae Depth 


The four bluish white, oval eggs 
had a few reddish brown spots and dots dis- 
tributed fairly evenly except for the larger 
ends which were more numerous and tended to be 
wreathed. When I blew the eggs later, they 
were found to have been incubated approximatel 
one-fifth. | 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


ci 


DATE — May 28, 199% 


INCUBATION- Fresh 
1.03% 0.73 -. Oeg- x 0-73 


SIZES a 34".00 mo, ee T.0l x°0'72 
SITUATION- This bird had placed its nest 


only 4* from the ground in a 15' Dogwood. The 
nest was supported by a three-pronged fork of 
the tree and was made of grasses, weed stems, 
rootlets and some mud intermixed with the 
above, including leaves. The:lining consisted 
almost entirely of fine rootlets. The entire 
nest was firm and compact. 
| The four fresh eggs were oval 
with a slight gloss and were of uniform bluish 
green throughout. 
: Nest Dimensions were 
Outside Diam. : 5" Inside Diam.~ 
Height >: 4S" Depth | 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


American Ro 
(Turdus migr 


May 2, 1934 


INCUBATION- Fresh 


ae con 1.13 x 0.76 1.15 x 0.78 
SIZBS- =6§. 1.15 x 0.8 Lik ygOnF 


SITUATION- On a horizontal forked limb of 
a young Apple tree about 2' from the trunk and 
15' from the ground was this birds nest. It 
was a firm, fairly compact structure of long 
grasses and weed stems held together with mud. 
The lining was made of onky finer grassés. 
Outside Diam. 6" Inside Diam. : 434" 
i Depth : 25" 
contained four fresh 
oval, greenish blue, slightly glossy eggs. 


Near Lynchburg, Va. 


NAME-  Eastérn Bluebag 
(Sialia sialig@ 


DATE- May. 29, 1935 


NO.- 4 


INCUBATION- Fresh * 
OG ¥ 6368 Ovo1--x- 0. 


pra 62 # 
nie 9.00 O.6e 0.82 x 0462 4, 


SITUATION= | The nest of this Tavebiie* bird 
was located about five feet off the ground in 
a telephone pole. The entrance hole was 2" in- 
diameter and the cavity was 33" in-depth and 
about the same in diameter. The nesti~z_ ==. 
materials consisted of weed stems. and “grasses © 
with finer grasses for the lining.’ 

The four fresh, ovale glossy 
eggs were a pale bluish white and Unmarked. 


Near Lynchburgw@Va. — 
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